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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT 
November,2016 

BLANKET DRIVE  

RETURNS IN NOVEMBER!  

For the past three years, Wesley 

UMC has collected blankets during 

November which were distributed 

to local children by EIU students 

participating in the One Stop 

Community Christmas program. 

Each year, generous WUMC folks donate between 150 and 

250 blankets.  The EIU program goal this year is 2,000 fleece 

blankets. Blankets can be any size and will be collected 

through Sunday, November 27.  Bring your donations to the 

display table outside the chapel on Sunday mornings or any 

time during the week when the church building is open. 

Please consider donating a blanket (or more than one!) to 

help a child in need of warmth this winter.  To learn more 

about the program, visit the organization’s Facebook page: 

facebook.com/OneStopCommunityChristmas. 

 

DIVERSITY 101: An Interactive Session 
Sunday, November 6th, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. in the Wesley 

Parlor, the Work Area on Church and Society will offer 

Diversity 101: An Interactive Session that will give an 

overview of diversity to increase our understanding on 

different social identities, such as race, gender, etc.  

As WUMC is building a culture of radical hospitality, it is 

important that we, as Christians, create a welcoming and 

inclusive environment. The session will be presented by Dr. 

Mona Davenport, Director of Minority Affairs at EIU and Ms. 

Jessica Ward. If you have questions, speak with Rich 

Wandling or Pastor Janice Kahl. 

COME PRAY WITH US! 

Wesley offers several ways for you 

to pray with us throughout the 

week. Our PRAYER GROUP meets 

on Mondays at 1:00PM in the 

Wesley library (Room 108). New 

members are always welcome to 

join us for study, discussion and a 

time of praying for others. 

We also have an email prayer chain 

AND a Facebook prayer page. 

Prayers we receive on the Making 

Connections cards on Sunday, and 

in the office during the week go out 

via email and are also posted on the 

Facebook prayer page. To ask to 

join either the email chain or the 

Facebook page (or both), please 

email Rosalie in the church office: 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org or 

call the church office (217-345-

3917) during the week.  Our 

Facebook prayer page is PRIVATE 

which means members ask to join 

and no one except members can 

see the requests.   

If you would like to request prayer, 

please used the contact informa-

tion above, or use the prayer 

request form on our website. 

 

mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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THANKS-

LIVING 

WOMEN’S 

RETREAT ON 

NOVEMBER 5  

Women of all ages are invited to 

participate in our women’s retreat on 

Saturday November 5 th from 8:30AM – 

1:00PM. During the retreat titled Thanks-

Living: Incorporating Christ in Your Mind, 

Body, Soul and Spirit, we hope to provide 

a meaningful time of listening, learning 

and growing together. Each participant 

will have the opportunity to attend two 

breakout sessions as well  as listen to a 

keynote address by Christian blogger 

Christine Leeb of Champaign.  A light lunch 

will be offered to end our time together. 

To register, please fill out a form at the 

table outside the sanctuary on Sunday 

morning, or speak with Pastor Janice Kahl, 

Erin Fleming or Kathy Wright.  We hope 

you will invite and bring a friend and join 

us on November 5th!   

LEAF RAKING – 

NOVEMBER 13 

Wesley Youth in grades 7 – 12 

will be raking leaves Sunday, 

November 13 between  

1 and 4PM on a donation basis. All donations 

will go to youth missions.  If you are interested 

in having your yard raked, please write LEAF 

RAKING on your Making Connections card on 

Sunday morning, speak with Youth Director Ben 

Pertl, or use the sign-up sheet on the table in the 

sanctuary hallway. THANKS so much for your 

support of Wesley Youth Missions! 

 

"THANKS-FOR-CARING" PROJECT 

Wesley Church currently has 20 people living as 

residents in 9 different care facilities in 

Charleston and Mattoon.  These people are 

visited regularly by the Basket Ministry, Faith 

Friends, and Pastor Janice.  One of the ways we 

can help our special residents is by thanking 

those who work as their caregivers.  Many of 

them are overworked and underpaid.  As an act 

of thanking these people for the care they give 

to Wesley people living there, we would like to 

collect homemade (or like-homemade, but 

store-bought) cookies to take to each of the 

nursing stations or snack rooms in each of these 

care facilities. 

Here is where you can help!  Please sign up to 

either bring 2 or 3 dozen cookies to Wesley 

Church between Sunday, November 13 and 

Tuesday, November 15 or to deliver the 

assembled platters to the care facilities the 

morning of Wednesday, November 16. It would 

help if one or two of your cookies (depending on 

the size) could be placed in individual baggies 

before you bring them.  That will assure that the 

various cookies keep their own flavor and 

texture and freshness until they are delivered.                       

CONTINUED, PAGE 3   
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THANKS FOR CARING, CONTINUED 

You can sign up to either bring cookies or deliver 

them (or both) on the sign-up sheet in the 

sanctuary hallway or kept in the office, or by 

emailing your desire to help 

to jkahl@charlestonwesley.org before 

Wednesday, November 9. 

It will take a lot of cookies to thank all these 

caregivers! Please help us make a difference by 

showing care facility workers that we appreciate 

all they do. After all, many of us will need that 

same care sometime in our life!  By blessing and 

thanking the caregivers, we also bless and care 

those who receive their care. 

THANKSGIVING DAY WORSHIP 
We will be offering a service of thanksgiving again 

on Thanksgiving Day at 10:00 a.m. in the WUMC 

sanctuary.  For the last two years, we have been 

providing this service so we can have a chance to 

remember the past year and all the ways God has 

been faithful to us.  It is an informal service that is 

comprised mostly of some singing and a lot of 

personal sharing of God’s goodness.  After you put 

the bird in the oven, please come by the church for 

an hour to give thanks as a church family.  

 

ADVENT STUDY 

TO BE OFFERED 

A Different Kind of 

Christmas is a practical 

and inspirational study for 

the Advent season. Based 

on Mike Slaughter’s 

popular book Christmas Is 

Not Your Birthday, this five-week study will 

empower your family to experience a Christmas 

season with more peace and joy than any toy or 

gadget could ever bring. 

The study will begin on Sunday, November 27, 

during Sunday School time. If you are not a 

member of an adult class participating in this 

study, come join us in Room 113 (the former 

high school room).  Sessions include:   1. Expect 

a Miracle   2. Giving Up on Perfect   3. Scandalous 

Love   4. Jesus’ Wish List   5. By a Different Road.  

Learn how Christians can experience the true 

joy of living and giving like Jesus beginning with 

the Christmas season and continuing as a 

lifestyle. 

One of the exciting things about this study is 

that our Wesley children and youth will be 

participating as well, using versions of the study 

designed for their respective age groups.  This 

will be an opportunity to study the same 

concepts as your children and grandchildren 

during the Advent season.   

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS  

TO BE OFFERED 

Several folks who have attended WUMC 

regularly have expressed interest in becoming 

members. Rev. Swickard would like to offer a 

membership class before the end of the year. 

The class is required to join, but if you take the 

class, you are not required to join. To express 

your interest, use the sign-up sheet in the 

sanctuary hallway OR check the “I’m interested 

in becoming a member” box on your Making 

Connections card on Sunday morning. 

mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org
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CHRISTMAS FOR  

THE CHILDREN OF  

EAST COLES COUNTY 

The East Coles County 

Civic Association is joining 

Mattoon by participating 

in One Stop Community 

Christmas  on December 

10, 2016. The event takes 

place at Lake Land College. Tables will be 

set up to fill with gifts for the many 

children expecting Santa.  

Anyone who would like to donate a toy or 

other item may take them to the Salvation 

Army office (1300 Richmond Avenue, 

Mattoon) the week of December 5. All 

gifts must be there BEFORE DECEMBER 9  

which is the day all gifts will be placed on 

the tables at Lake Land.   

For additional information about the 

event, check their Facebook page at  

https://www.facebook.com/OneStopCo

mmunityChristmas .   

TOILET PAPER & DIAPER DRIVE  

The Charleston Civic Association is 

asking Wesley UMC folks to help area 

families have a “White Christmas”  this 

year! Please bring donations of toilet 

paper and diapers  (sizes 1,2,3 or 4 and 

Pull Ups) to the display table on the south 

side of the chapel beginning Sunday, 

November 5.  All donations will 

go to families in the Charleston 

area. Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!   

UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY – 

NOVEMBER 29TH 

On November 29, United Methodists will come 

together to support the work of Advance 

missionaries and projects on UMC 

#GivingTuesday. Last year, more than 770 

Advance missionaries and projects received 

8,757 gifts through The Advance, the denomi-

nation’s designated giving channel.    

The theme for UMC #GivingTuesday 2016 is 

“Give Light, Give Love, Give Life.” Every day, you 

give God’s light, love, and life through your 

faithful work, prayers, and gifts. This year, 

consider supporting a project that is working in 

an area you care most about. Gifts made 

through The Advance make a tangible 

difference in the lives of those we serve. Also, 

look for more information and resources 

coming soon at www.umcgivingtuesday.org.  

Wesley Kip Miller 

son of Jordan & Olivia Miller 

was baptized at Wesley UMC 

on Sunday, October 23. 

Wesley is the grandson of  

Warren & Cindy Ebinger, 

and the great-grandson of 

John & Nancy Swinford. 

https://www.facebook.com/OneStopCommunityChristmas
https://www.facebook.com/OneStopCommunityChristmas
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=Q3lmONN95_bzN1nWimtdng
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=ZgXJkNFPYfTXd0Sx84DWdw
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=6eCtpgBQpF0vBzE81f1VhA
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=OBJ2geHXMK06aUfrjgiTAw
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Church and Society is a ministry team focused 

on the intersection of Christianity and society.  

With a joint mission of promoting under-

standing and Christian action, recent programs 

and initiatives include a forum on Perspectives 

on Elections and Politics for United Methodists; 

a discussion series on the Social Principles of the 

United Methodist Church; support for the 

Helping Hands Ministry; and an upcoming 

Diversity 101 Workshop.  The latter program, 

the diversity workshop, is designed as a first 

step toward proactive, constructive church-

based responses to complex social relations 

challenges in our community and the 

surrounding area.  

Over the years Church and Society has 

promoted understanding of a wide range of 

topics important to Christians as we interact 

with the community, the nation and the world, 

such as programs on hunger and poverty in 

Coles County and beyond; Christian 

perspectives on war and military action; and 

Christianity and the LGBTQA community.  The 

Church and Society budget itself supports a 

variety of organizations that serve the 

community, including HOPE (Housing, 

Outreach, Prevention and Education); the 

Charleston Area Churches Food Pantry, along 

with the CHS Food Pantry; PADS (Public Action 

to Deliver Shelter); SACIS (Sexual Assault and 

Counseling Information Service); CASA (Court 

Appointed Special Advocates); Soup Stop; and 

the Charleston Civic Association. 

Our members are Brenda Crimmins, Janet 

Fraembs, Janice Grewell, Dena Kniess, Bill 

Moore, Kathy Wright, Pastor Janice Kahl (Ex-

officio), and Rich Wandling (Chair). We 

enthusiastically welcome new members, and in 

fact need new members, particularly to help 

with an exciting to-do list which we hope 

contributes to a church that models Open 

Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors.  If you are 

interested in becoming part of this ministry 

team, please contact Rich Wandling (345-1450 

or fichterwandling@consolidated.net). 

DO YOU NEED 

SOMEONE TO 

LISTEN TO YOU?  

The joy of the approaching 

holidays can turn into a time of 

painful loneliness and emptiness for those who 

have suffered a loss or who are going through a 

difficult time. But help is available. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-

to-one Christian care. They will listen, care, 

encourage, pray with and for you, and support 

you through the holidays, and as long as your 

need persists. If you or someone you know is 

hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry 

by talking with Nancy Marlow.  Call her at the 

church office (217-345-3917) or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org.  Our Stephen 

Ministers are there to care! 

Congratulations to Warren & Cindy Ebinger 

on the birth of their grandson Wesley Kip Miller, 

son of Jordan & Olivia Miller born October 3,   

and to Jim & Terri Farley on the birth of  

their grandson Arlo James Farley born to  

Chet & Kelly Farley October 5! 

mailto:fichterwandling@consolidated.net
mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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Please join us on 

November 6 as we 

celebrate All Saints 

Sunday.  This is the day 

we celebrate the lives 

of those members who 

have gone on to be with 

the Lord.  We will also have an opportunity for 

those who wish to light a candle in memory of 

someone in the chapel before and after regular 

worship times.   

Our sympathy is expressed 

to Alan & Becky Metzger 

on the passing  

of Alan’s mother  

Evelyn Metzger  

October 2, 2016. 

 

THANKS, HELPING HANDS! 

A special “Thank You” to the Church & Society 

folks who sponsored the recent Helping Hands 

work day!  On Saturday, October 15, 25 people 

gathered together to help six Wesley members 

whose homes needed work either in- or outside.  

Helping Hands of all ages came to work, and a 

lot was accomplished in a short amount of 

time! Special thanks to C & S chair Rich 

Wandling and Pastor Janice Kahl who organized 

the event.  That day, the love of Jesus was made 

visible through tangible acts of service.  Thanks, 

again, to ALL who participated!  

NOVEMBER MISSION PROJECT:  

SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW 

The Missions Ministry Team has designated 

Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) as our November 

Mission Project.  The Society of St. Andrew is 

America's premier food rescue and distribution 

ministry that partners with people of all faiths so 

that America's hungry might be fed out of the 

abundance we have been provided. 

 

For 37 years, the Society of St. Andrew has 

coordinated farmers, donors, and volunteers  

CONTINUED, PAGE 7 
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NOVEMBER MISSION, CONTINUED 

who glean fields after commercial harvest and 

has collected the leftover, imperfect (but 

useable) fruits and vegetables that would 

otherwise go to waste. In this time, SoSA has 

distributed more than 2.2 billion servings of 

food, free of charge to food banks, food 

pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters at work in 

48 states.  As summer turns to fall, the Society 

of St. Andrew gleaning programs become even 

more active, and multiple gleaning events using 

several thousand volunteers take place. 2016 

totals for food saved and distributed January-

August: 19,021,073 Pounds (57.1 Million 

Servings) using 17,765 Volunteers at 3,445 

events. 

 

If you would like to donate to the Society of St. 

Andrew, please make your check out to Wesley 

UMC with SoSA on the memo line or visit our 

website at charlestonwesley.org and click on 

the $ button at the bottom of the page. If you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission offering envelopes in the pew backs.  

Thank you very much for your support. 

Your Missions Ministry Team 

 

 
“Why?”…  What a great question.  This may be the 
first question we learn to ask.  “Honey, go get your 
pajamas on.”  “Why?”, comes the response of the 2- 
year old.  “Time to put your toys 
away.”  “Why?”  “Time to go to 
bed.”  “Why?”  Perhaps one reason this is such a 
fantastic question is because “Why” lies at the root 
of discovery.  
  

“Why” is a great question to ask in the church as 
well. “Why do we do what we do?”  “Why is 
discipleship important?”  “Why do I come to 
church?”  “Why is it important to pray?”  When we 
ask these kinds of questions, they will lead us to new 
discoveries.  So, let me address a couple of ‘Why’ 
questions for things that are coming up in the life of 
Wesley.  
  
Why are we having All Saints Sunday on November 
6?  Because the lives that surround us as we go 
through life are gifts from God.  These church 
members we remember are God’s gifts to us so we 
want to remember them, celebrate their impact on 
us, and praise God for sharing them with us.  Why 
are we having a Thanksgiving service on 
Thanksgiving Day?  Because that’s a great day to 
celebrate God’s faithfulness to us as we look back 
over the past year. 
  
Why are we having Consecration Sunday on 
November 13?  Every year around this time, we have 
what we call Consecration Sunday.  This is the 
Sunday where we invite those who call Wesley their 
church home, (member or not) to make a pledge to 
support the church financially in the coming 
year.  Why?  Because while none of us knows what 
tomorrow will bring, when we have a sense of the 
financial support that will come into the church, we 
can plan intelligently for the ministry that we sense 
God is leading us to do.  
  
This year, our theme is, “Enriching & Empowering 
Lives.”  Why?  Because the mission of Wesley UMC is 
“to connect everyone to a growing relationship with 
God through Christ and to his mission on earth.”  We 
believe this takes place as we enrich and empower 
people to love God and to love our neighbor.  The 
ministries that we offer through Wesley enable us to 
enrich and empower others.  
 
I hope you can join us in the month of November as 
we celebrate God’s goodness and faithfulness.  
  
Gratefully, 

Bob 

http://charlestonwesley.org/
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street – Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   
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WESLEY NEWS – EXTRA!! 

November 2016 

So much news – so little space!  

Here are a few EXTRA items we couldn’t  

fit in the November Wesley Circuit. 

ALMOST POINSETTIA TIME 

It’s almost time to order poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas seasons.  Live 

poinsettias will be available for $15 each; you may take your live poinsettia home after Christmas Eve 

worship. Silk poinsettias, which stay at the church, may be sponsored for $10 each with all proceeds from 

sponsorship going towards our Advent Mission Offering.  Watch the bulletin and website for order forms and 

more details! 

ARE YOU LEAVING US FOR THE WINTER? 

If you are a snow bird who goes to warmer climes during the winter months, please let the church office know 

so that we can keep in touch while you are gone. Send your information to Rosalie Addison in the church 

office at raddison@charlestonwesley.org, call the office (217-345-3917) during the week, or make note of 

your winter address on your Making Connections card on Sunday morning. Be sure to include the date you are 

leaving and the date you will be returning.  Have a safe, happy winter! 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

The first Sunday in Advent is SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27.  We will be decorating the church for the 

season on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 FROM 12:00 – 2:00PM.  Families and individuals are invited to 

join us for a light lunch, holiday music and decorating!  Decorations will be ready to go – we just need 

folks to hang ornaments, wreaths and put up silk poinsettias. Please join us as we prepare for the 

most wonderful time of the year!  

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING WESLEY UMC FOLKS! 

Stan Adkins    Vauhnee Baptist   Luke Bonnstetter  Lisa Braden 

Aden Choate   Ruth Ann Craig  Payton Davis   Quintin Davis 

Trevor Doughty  Richard Durham  Shirley Enslen   Ruth Ann Finley 

Tom Finley   Erin Fleming   Conner Griffin   Gary Hawker 

Jeannie Hawkins  Abigail Held   Kay Helton   Linda Inman 

Randy Jackson   Skyler James   Lynn Johnson   Keith Kohanzo 

Ben Lanman   Greta Larson   Cheryl Laursen  Amy Lynch 

Gale McElwee   Alan Metzger   Elise Ramsey   Eli Sidwell   

Margaret Speer  Jeff Stewart   Cherie Sutliff   David Stoltz   

John White   Jeannie Walters  Al Young   Mary Kay Spannagel 

 

mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org

